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Jose Muniz, the 25-year-old Brazilian cyclist who had his career end

after being hit by a car, was killed Thursday. The runner, 26-year-
old Gary Ortiz Jr., was walking near a crosswalk at Woodburn Road
and Oaklawn Avenue in Fairview Heights at about 6:15 p.m. when
he was hit, according to police. Muniz, who trained at the
University of Hawaii in 2013 and was sponsored by the legendary
Jan Ullrich — who was in attendance at a Nov. 7 race in Italy — was
hospitalized after a collision at the end of a race in Italy. He was in
stable condition at a hospital outside London, England, where the
accident took place. The crash caused a 37-minute, 20-kilometer
race to be canceled. The next day, the International Cycling Union
stripped him of his world championship road race title. BRAZIL'S

MUNIZ, UH CRASHING SAVE: ATHLETES WOULD BE DOUBLE

VICTIMS Muniz was traveling at 38 mph when he was hit. His bike
was angled toward the oncoming traffic, according to the police
report. Ortiz was taken to a local hospital with what police said
were non-life-threatening injuries. “His speed at the time of the

incident was unknown,” police wrote in the report. “However, due
to recent media reports the collision occurred while running in the
opposite direction of the same crosswalk where the collision
occurred and this may have played a factor in the incident.” Muniz,
who started racing in 2004, had been scheduled to run the annual

Queen City Classic marathon Aug. 31, but had pulled out to travel

to Italy for the cycling world championships. Ortiz was scheduled to

run in the Queen City 5K Aug. 31. Muniz’'s teammates, who were at
the annual race, celebrated his life on social media. "We are

devastated. We ran with @pedropaulo. It was quite a e79caf774b
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